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Your 1958 ASPO Conference 


What makes a good conference? 
Will it be worth the time and money ? 
How can you judge beforehand? 

Program, sponsoring organization 
ind its previous conferences, who will 
¢ there, and the conference city are 
sually what a person considers when 
eciding whether to spend four or 
five days and a considerable amount 
of money on a conference. 

What about the 1958 ASPO Na. 
tional Planning Conference in Wash- 
ington, D. C., May 18 to 22? 

Program? Traditional, in the sense 
that ASPO’s philosophy remains one 
of a conference that combines stimu- 
lating, provocative perspectives and 
differing opinions from outside the 
planning field with practical and ex- 
pert discussion of specific planning 
problems. New, because of new prob- 
lems and our changing ideas about 
some of the old ones. 

Urban sprawl, for example—a new 
viewpoint and a proposal from Wil- 
liam H. Whyte, of Fortune magazine, 
author of many articles on planning 
and of The Organization Man. 

Planning for community appear- 
ance—what methods are being devel- 
oped for encouraging good urban 
design? What are the principles, the 
legal problems? 





CITIZEN PLANNING PROGRAMS are 
a strong force in community improve- 
ment. What is the relationship be- 
tween citizen and official planning? 

Could you use some pointers on 
how a zoning case should be pre- 
pared? The principles and procedures 
that should be followed by the city 
attorney or a private attorney? The 
role of the planning staff? 


What are the criteria for determi- 
ning the limits of a plan for an urban 
renewal area? How does it relate to 
the comprehensive plan? What prob- 
lems have arisen and how have they 
been worked out in urban redevelop- 
ment and renewal projects well under 
way? 

City centers are being modernized. 
How? 

As a director of a planning agency. 
do you know the latest thinking on 
personnel management and office ad- 
ministration? Would information 
from experts in these fields be help- 
ful? Would you be interested in tips 
on record keeping and library class- 
ification for a planning agency? 

What is new in research? What 
is new in zoning? There will be six 
zoning round tables, with a choice of 
sessions on zoning ABC’s, zoning in 
large cities, zoning in small cities 
and rural areas, and problems of re- 
zoning. A round table on subdivision 
control is also scheduled. 

Industrial districts and 701 pro- 
grams are other workshop topics. 

Ideas on public housing are chang- 
ing. What are the current opinions? 
What is the outlook? 

What are the problems of urban 
university campus expansion? What 
is new in economics surveys for plan- 
ning? What about the planning pro- 
gram in a metropolitan government? 
What are the planning solutions being 
worked out in small towns? 

How are urban development prob- 
lems being handled in Latin Ameri- 
can countries? Dr. José Mora, secre- 
tary general of the Organization of 
American States. will be a luncheon 
speaker, and two additional sessions 
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will be devoted to planning in Latin 
America. 

These are some of the questions to 
be discussed in Washington. 

A preliminary program will be 
mailed at an early date. Hotel reser- 
vation forms and a card for advance 
registration will be included. 


AGAIN, HOW CAN YOU JUDGE a 
conference beforehand? By previous 
ASPO conferences, as an indication 
of whether they are worthwhile? For 
content, ask the man who’s been to 
one. Who will be there? Attendance 
increases every year, but better still, 
most people keep coming back. It’s 
the largest planning meeting held an- 
nually. It will bring together this 
year more than 1,500 professional 
planners, planning commissioners, 
mayors and city managers, urban re- 
newal and housing officials, other 
public officials at all levels of govern- 
ment, businessmen, and civic leaders 
—from throughout the United States 
and Canada and from several other 
foreign countries. 

As for the conference city—Wash- 
ington, D. C. and the metropolitar. 
region have historical and planning 
interests surpassed by no other area. 
The local committee for the confer- 
ence is preparing an outstanding wel- 
come and entertainment. 

Wives of delegates are cordially 
invited to participate in the confer- 
ence and in the program being espe- 
cially arranged for their entertain- 
ment. Post conference field trips will 
offer a unique opportunity to visit 
places of interest. 

We hope you'll participate in your 
1958 ASPO conference. (MSB) 
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An increase of 13.3 per cent in the 
POPULATION of the United States be- 
tween April 1. 1950 and July 1, 1957 
is estimated by the Bureau of the 
Census. The population at the time 
of ihe last census, April 1950, was 
151.132.0000; estimate for July 1957 
was 171.229.000. Both figures in- 
clude armed forces overseas. 

Estimates of the 1957 population 
showed that there were more than 
30 million children of elementary 
school age and more than 10 million 
of high school age, the largest num- 
bers in history for these age groups. 
Other significant figures are an in- 
crease of 21 per cent in the number 
of people 65 years and over; a 4.7 
per cent decrease in the number of 
people in ihe 18 to 24 age group: 
and a small downturn in the average 
age of the population—from 30.2 
years in 1950 to 29.8 years in 1957. 


A congressional study of area 
problems brought on by the fast 
erowth of WasHincton, D. C. is 
under way, with Frederick Gutheim, 
author and planning consultant, as 
the staff director. A joint Senate- 
House committee is conducting the 
investigation into 15 major planning 
problems and a number of others. 
A final report is due in early 1959. 


HoLtywoop, FLoripa has passed 
an ordinance to regulate all con- 
struction on public property by pri- 
vate developers. The ordinance cov- 
ers streets, alleys, bulkheads, curb 
cuts, utility cuts and patches. drain- 
age, driveways, parking areas, hedges. 
fences. walls, and sidewalks. It is 
applicable to all new areas of the 
city and to older areas when requests 
for alterations are made. 


SEATTLE will acquire about 800 
acres for a clear zone at the end of 
a runway at the Seatile-Tacoma In- 
ternational Airport and lengthen the 
runway from 8.500 feet to 10.200 
feet to accommodate jet planes. A 
number of houses are in the area to 








be acquired. and several of the 
owners have complained that the 
value of the property is being reduced 
by the taking. 


ALBUQUERQUE'S building inspector. 
in a report on elimination of non- 
conforming uses. said that between 
June and December 1957, 240 of 
the 269 nonconforming signs in com- 
mercial zones had been removed or 
altered; that 24 out of 40 trailers 
that were nonconforming as to land 
use have been removed; and that 102 
of 140 contractors’ yards and other 
outside storage areas that were non- 
conforming as to land use have 
heen brought into conformity. 


Tokyo has gone underground. 
Shopping arcades, hotels, theaters, 
parking lots, and department stores 
are being built below ground because 
the city has spread out as far as it 
can horizontally and cannot build 
skyscrapers because of earthquakes. 
Six shopping centers have grown up 
around subway stations and a one- 
mile “Fifth Avenue” is being tunneled 
through the heart of downtown. In 
one amusement section of the city 
shopkeepers were almost jostled off 
the streets by motor traffic and peo- 
ple. They pooled their resources for 
an underground development of 162.- 
000 square feet. 


A civic center io house all govern- 
mental agencies of ROCHESTER and 
Monroe County. New YORK got 
under way in January when ground 
was broken for the first of four 
major buildings. The center will in- 
clude a 20- story city - county office 
building, a seven-story city public 
safety building. a ten-floor county 
public safety building. and a five- 
story courts building. They will be 
deployed around a central plaza that 
will have an underground garage for 
1.300 cars, a war memorial, and 
recreation and park facilities. The 
site consists of 55 acres. 


Legislation authorizing FROSTBURG. 
MARYLAND to contract with any man- 
ufacturing company for purchase of 
land or buildings on an installment 
plan covering up to 25 years has 
been ruled valid by Maryland’s high- 
est court, ihe Court of Appeals. It 
had been held unconstitutional by 
the Allegany County circuit court. 
Other Maryland towns have been 
awaiting the high couri’s ruling be- 
fore proceeding with contracts with 
industry. 











Churches and Controls 


“City on Two Sides of Church Zone 
Tiff.” “City OK’s $1 Million Church 
After Long Bitter Dispute.” “Church 
Wins Zoning Battle.” “Pastor Arrest- 
ed in Zoning Fight.” 

Undoubtedly most discussions be- 
tween planners and churchmen are 
relatively mild 
not like those 
“headlined” 
above. However. 
when they do go 
beyond discus- 
sion and into 
acrid dispute, the 
problems of 
church location 
and church zon- 
ing seem to gen- 
erate more heat 
than light. 

The January 
PLANNING ADVIS- 
ory SERVICE Information Report ( No. 
106). Churches and Planning Con- 
trols, is an appraisal of land use 
controls insofar as they pertain to 
churches and other structures for 
religious institutions. It gives sample 
ordinance provisions, together with a 
critical review of weaknesses and 
strengths and a brief resumé of the 
attitude of the courts. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE is 
available on an annual subscription 
basis, rates for which will be given 
upon request by applying to the 
ASPO office. 
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Regulating Private Swimming Pools 


The backyard swimming pool is re- 
placing the old swimming hole. Low 
(average about $3,500) and 
do-it-yourself have combined to help 
bring the total of private pools in the 
country to approximately 140.000- 
compared with only 2,500 in 1947. 
The wide variety of materials avail- 
able for pools has also helped lower 
costs and make them more popular. 
The standard concrete rigid pool has 
been replaced in some cases by non- 
rigid pools with plastic linings and by 
other types of plastic and fiberglass 
tanks. 

With the first hint of spring, some 
50.000 more householders are ex- 
pected to start making plans for 
investing in outdoor pools—individ- 
ually, with their neighbors, or as 
members of private swimming 
“clubs.” And not long after that, 
planning and zoning agencies can ex- 
pect to get requests, complaints, and 
petitions about them. 

Requests will be made for zoning 
amendments and special exceptions; 
and complaints are likely to come 
from neighbors. about noise. the glare 
of lights, and the fact that pools 
attract small children unaware of 
their dangers. 

Until the middle 1950’s only a 
handful of cities had specific zoning 
ordinance provisions for private pools 
and many of those did not regulate 
noise, lights, and other nuisances and 
dangers. In fact, in the past few 
years there has been a whole rash of 
new ordinances dealing with fences 
and lights and with regulation of 
noise around private pools. A num- 
ber of cities have building code reg- 
ulations for pools, and some regulate 
under both. 

Those cities that do provide for 
private pools under the zoning ordi- 
nance usually permit them in all dis- 
tricts as (1) a principal use, some- 
times subject to consent of neighbors; 
(2) as an accessory use; or (3) asa 
special exception. Almost all prohibit 
them entirely in front yards and most 
require setbacks from property lines 
ranging from three feet to 50 feet. 
Zoning ordinances and building codes 
also set minimum distances for pumps 
and filters from abutting property, 
and regulate construction, sanitation, 
drainage, and maintenance of pools. 

Regulations are similar for family 
type pools, used only by a home own- 
er and his guests; the neighborhood 
pool, jointly financed by a group of 


costs 
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neighbors for their own use and that 
of their friends; and the private club 
pool, financed by an entrepreneur 
and to which a limited number of 
members pay a fee. Chief differences 
between them are the increased 
amount of traffic, the need for off- 
street parking, and the amount of 
noise and nuisance created by the 
group type pool. 

Both private and public pools are 
covered in a new model swimming 
pool ordinance drawn up by the 
National Institute of Municipal Law 
Officers. A family pool is defined, 
fencing regulations for them are 
given, lights and noise are regulated, 
and provisions are included to pre- 
vent “interference with enjoyment of 
property rights.” 

Fencing regulations vary and are 
frequently in a separate ordinance 
rather than an amendment to the 
zoning ordinance. Primary purpose 
of the fences is to keep out small 
children, but they are also useful in 
reducing the amount of noise that 
reaches neighbors. 

Most cities require a fence at least 
four feet high, self-closing gates, and 
self-latching devices on the gates. 
Olean, New York, however, requires 
a six-foot fence, and a number of 


cities require that there be no open- 
than 


ings (other gates or doors) 


larger than a certain size—ranging 
from three to six inches square. 

Maricopa County, Arizona requires 
a solid fence so that no one can see 
through it; Park Ridge, Illinois per- 
mits wire mesh. 

Sacramento, California requires 
that the owner of a pool either cover 
it when it is not in use or “adequately 
fence it so it is inaccessible to chil- 
dren > or be guilty of a misde- 
meanor, punishable by a fine of $200 
or up to three months imprisonment. 

Lights for night use of private 
pools are regulated by a few cities 
through such vague provisions as “. . . 
arranged so that they are not a nui- 
sance to neighbors” (New York 
City); and “shielded so as to reflect 
the light away from the adjoining 
property” (Orlando, Florida and 
Glendale, California). 

Noise, particularly from late pool- 
side parties, can be regulated by lim- 
iting the hours of use. Park Ridge 
forbids use of a private residential 
swimming pool between 10 p.m. and 
6 a.m.; Chicago, in a proposed ordi- 
nance, between 10 p.m. to 9 a.m. 

Minimum distances from abutting 
properties that pumps and filters can 
be installed vary between three and 
five feet in those ordinances in which 
they are specifically regulated. In 
some cities the zoning ordinance reg- 
ulates the distance as it would any 
other structure. 


POPULATION OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY BY AGE 
1930-1950-1975 


AGE 
85- 
80-84 
75-79 
70-74 
65-69 
60-64 
55-59 
50-54 
45-49 
40-44 
35-39 
30-34 
25-29 
20-24 
15-19 
10-14 

5-9 

0-4 











High estimate 
Low estimate 








1930 1950 


1975 


Plans for schools, health, recreation, and dozens of other community facili- 
oe = 
ties in Cuyahoga County, Ohio in 1975 will be predicated on estimates of the 
population made by age groups. The chart showing the estimates is from 
People In Greater Cleveland, a preliminary report on the population, made 
jointly by the Regional Planning Commission and the Cleveland Metropolitan 
Services Commission. 
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Philadelphia Honored 

The Philadelphia Ci:y Planning 
Commission has received the Found- 
ers Medal of Drexel Institute of 
Technology for its outstanding work. 

The commission was cited for 
“translating its plans into realistic 
programs for the removal of blight 
and congestion. preservation of the 
cultural heritage of Greater Philadel- 
phia, improvement of urban housing. 
rationalization of transportation and 
public services and development of 
the regional economy.” 

All of the personnel of the com- 
mission were honored by the award, 
the institute says. It considers it the 
equivalent of an honorary degree. 

Albert M. Greenfield, chairman of 
the commission, Edward Hopkinson. 
Jr.. former head of the commission, 
and Edmund N. Bacon, executive 
director, were present to accept the 
award for the commission. 





Zoning Digest in 
Tenth Year 


ZONING DIGEST is now in its 
tenth year as a monthly pub- 
lication summarizing and in- 
terpreting zoning legal deci- 
sions handed down by state and 
federal appellate courts. The 
310 decisions reported in 1957 
are being indexed by subject, 
citation, and states, and copies 
will be sent to subscribers in 
February. 

The January 1958 issue 
started the tenth volume off 
with a total of 30 cases, sev- 
eral of which cover litigation 
that involves the effect of 
zoning on eminent domain pro- 
ceedings. One of the major 
issues developing in such cases 
is whether an appraiser may 
assume that a zoning ordinance 
can be amended to change a 
residential use to a commercial 
use and thus assure a higher 
value for the property involved. 
With a vast amount of condem- 
nation going on for new high- 
ways and redevelopment proj- 
ects. the validity and soundness 
of zoning can well become a 
crucial issue. 

Zoninc Dicest is an ASPO 
publication available to sub- 
scribers. Rates will be given 
upon request. 











Borrow Pits Into Lakes 

Controlled excavation of borrow 
pits will give Cook County, Illinois 23 
new artificial lakes, paid for by con- 
tractors working on the state’s toll 
road svstem. 

The contractors need some 20 mil- 
lion cubic yards of dirt to grade road- 
beds, overpasses, and cloverleaf inter- 
changes: and they pay 10 to 15 cents 
a cubic vard for it. But to get it they 
must do a lot of digging and the 
county determined that results of the 
digging would be scenic lakes, not 
the usual ugly pits. 

The Cook County Building and 
Zoning Bureau, which has jurisdic- 
tion in unincorporated areas of the 
county, issues permits for excavations. 
It also determines location of borrow 
pits—in this case only sites that had 
natural water resources. either under- 
sround springs or flowing streams. It 
also set up requirements for the 
excavations. which in general cover 
public health, safety, and comfort. 

In particular, the county requires 
of the contractors that: 

All debris be removed from the site 
and ground above water level be 
eraded and prepared for seeding. 

The outline of the lake be pleasing 
and free of pockets where water might 
become stagnant. 

The shores slope not less than one 
foot in four and the center of the lake 
be at least 12 feet deep. 

Overflow outlets to maintain water 
levels be provided. 

The county can also require a 
fence to protect children. 

The lakes will range in size from 
six to 60 acres; six will be on forest 
preserve lands. Some will be stocked 
with fish, others will be used for 
swimming and boating. 

Estimates are that the county will 
get about $1.250 million from the 
sale of dirt, enough to build parking 
lots and comfort stations. 


Zoning Forms 


Forms for Zoning Administration, 
PLANNING ApvisoRY SERVICE Infor- 
mation Report No. 33 (December 
1951). which has been out of print. 
is again available. Price to both 
members and nonmembers is $5. 

The 53-page report, which has been 
a “best seller.” contains a number of 
examples of zoning administration 
forms used in both big and small 
cities. New information has been 
added on fees for variances. condi- 
tional uses, exceptions, and amend- 
ments. 
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IFHTP Congress ne 


ly 

“Planning and Housing Problems L 

in the Region” is to be the general H 
subject for discussion at the 24th 
International Congress for Housing 

” Panes a3 be 

and Town Planning to be held in a 

0 


Liege, Belgium August 31 through 
September 6. 

After an opening general session F 
there will be six study groups for 
discussion of various aspects of the 





theme. Conclusions of the groups will Fe 
be presented at the closing general cil 
session. Discussions will be simulta- th 
neously interpreted in English, ac 
French, and German. tw 
Tours are being arranged for dele- gr 
gates and an exposition, “Man in the pr 
Region, the City and the Home.” will a1 
be on display. a 
Early registration is urged to assure to 
hotel accommodations, since the Brus- Wh 
sels International Exposition will be stu 
on at the same time. Registration : 
($14.40 for IFHTP members, $17 for S. 
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Rancho Easterby is an old 


name in Fresno, California, 
























and subdivision of the ranch 
is no innovation. The circu- 
lar at the left was posted in 
1880; the one at the right in 
1956. The 
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nonmembers) should be made direct- 
ly with IFHTP he2dquarters, 


Laan Copes van Cattenburch, The 


Union; Martin Meyerson, 
dent of ACTION; and Dennis 0’ Har: 
ASPO executive director, 


Information for United States mem- 
bers is available from Dennis O’Har- 
ASPO executive director. 


For information and applications 
write The Sears-Roebuck Foundation, 
City Planning Fellowship Program, 
: 3333 Arthington Street, 7 
Fellowships i 

Applications for 
Foundation graduate phe ge in 
city ee and urban renewal for 
}-1959 school year are being 
accepted through February 15. 
\ fellowships for work in 
me as schools offering a two-year 
program leading to a degree will be 
Maximum stipend is ‘$3,000 
for each student. 
a $1 000 erant 
will * aah to the schools that the 
students attend. 


\ committee consisting of Edwin 


Fellowships for 1958- 
to $3,000 plus tuition are available 


Studies of the University 
sylvania for graduate students who 
want to get a doctorate in regional 
Recipients will be expected 
to devote some time to i 


in the Department of Economics. 
Inquiries should be addressed to 

Professor Walter Isard, ‘ 

5 Ini ity of Pennsylvania, 





Philadelphia 4. 


February 1958 






New Periodicals 


Planning and Development Cues. 
published by Indiana Department of 
Commerce, 140 North Senate Avenue, 
Indianapolis 4. Volume 1, Number 1, 
September 1957. 

Regional Footnotes, published by 
Stark County Regional Planning Com- 
mission, 205 Ninth Street, N. W., 
Canton, Ohio. Volume 1, Number 1, 
October 1957. 

SIAP Newsletter, published by In- 
ter-American Planning Society, Box 
4515, San Juan, Puerto Rico. Volume 
1, Number 1, October 1957. (Two 
editions: one in Spanish, one in Eng- 
lish. ) 

Metropolitan Area Problems— 
News and Digest of the conference on 
Metropolitan Area Problems, pub- 
lished by Government Affairs Foun- 
dation, Inc., 22 West 55th Street, New 
York 19. Volume 1, Number 1, 
October-November 1957. (Published 
six times a year.) 
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W. H. CALDWELL has resigned as 
commissioner for the Virginia Divi- 
sion of Planning and Economic De- 
velopment to accept the position of 
executive vice-president of Mid- 
America, an industrial development 
corporation in Kansas. Greorce R. 
Lone. formerly a field representative 
for the division, has been named act- 
ing commissioner. 


M.-P. Davin, formerly a planner 
for the Central Mortgage and Hous- 
ing Corporation, with offices in Ot- 
tawa. has been appointed director of 
the urban renewal study for the 
Hamilton, Ontario, City Planning 
Department. 


NorMAN DRUMMOND, a recent 
graduate of Ohio State University. 
has joined the staff of the Lorain 
County regional planning commis- 
sion, Elyria. Ohio, as planning tech- 
nician. 


ALBERT J. Eaton has been named 
associate planner for the metropolitan 
Planning Commission of Greater 
Winnipeg. He was previously with 
the Ontario Department of Planning 
and Development. 


Russet. Fey, formerly land use 
planner for the Fresno-Clovis, Cali- 
fornia, Area Planning Commission, is 
now a planner for the Modesto, Cali- 
fornia, City Planning Commission. 


Greorce B. Foss, Jr.. has been 
appointed senior planner-attorney for 
the St. Petersburg City Planning De- 
partment. He had previously been 
planning director in Birmingham, 
Alabama. 


Louis Gorpon, who has been an 
economic consultant to the Puerto 
Rico Industrial Development Com- 
pany, has been appointed chief of the 
division of research and_ financial 
analysis for the Syracuse City Plan- 
ning Commission. 


EMANUEL GORLAND has been ap- 
pointed assistant planning director of 
the Shenango Valley Regional Plan- 
ning Commission in Sharon, Pennsyl- 
vania. He had formerly practiced law 


in New York. 


LAWRENCE M. Irwin, director of 
the Columbus, Ohio Urban Renewal 
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Authority, has been appointed direc- 
tor of planning in Minneapolis. 


THorsten V. KALIJARVI, a career 
foreign service officer. has been nom- 
inated by President Eisenhower for 
the post of ambassador to El Salvador. 
Mr. Kalijarvi at one time was execu- 
tive director of the New Hampshire 
State Planning and Development 
Commission. 


Miss PeccyaNN Murpuy, formerly 
a planning student at New York Uni- 
versity, is now a community planner 
in the New York regional office of 
the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency. doing work in urban renewal. 


CLeve M. ORLER has resigned from 
the staff of the Clark County, Ohio 
regional planning commission to be- 
come planner III in Saginaw. Michi- 


gan. 


STEPHEN S. OLNEY has joined the 
research staff of the Detroit city 
planning department. He was form- 
erly employed by the consulting 
engineering firm of Coverdale and 
Colpitts of New York. making traffic 
and revenue studies of proposed toll 
roads and bridges. 


Douc.ias S. POWELL has resigned 
as associate editor of The American 
City magazine to become planning 
director of the Regional Plan Asso- 
ciation in New York. Henry Facin, 
who has been the association’s direc- 
tor for six years, has been named 
associate director and has been 
granted a seven months leave of 
absence to accept appointment as a 
research professor in the Department 
of Political Science at the University 
of California. 


Wittiam B. Rucc. who was asso- 
ciate planner for Pacific Planning 
and Research, consultants, with offi- 
ces in Palo Alto, California, is plan- 
ning director in Salinas, California. 


RoBeRT SHEPARD, who was for- 
merly a planner at the University of 
Arkansas, is now senior planner for 
the Chattanooga-Hamilton County 
Regional Planning Commission. 


DaniEL J. STANTON is the new di- 
rector of the Baltimore zoning com- 
mission. Mr. Stanton previously was 
deputy director of the Baltimore 
County Planning Commission. 


Tapeusz P. Szarer, formerly of 
the Polish Academy of Sciences in 
Warsaw. has been appointed an as- 
sistant professor at the Institute for 








L. J. Cassets, a member of the 
Atlanta Metropolitan Planning Com- 
mission and the Lockner, Georgia 
Planning Commission, died January 
5 in Atlanta. He was 83. Mr. Cas- 
sels had also been on the Atlanta zon- 
ing committee. 


Freperick Law OLMsTepb, 87. 
widely known landscape architect and 
long-time planning commissioner. 
died Christmas Day in Malibu, Cali- 
fornia. Mr. Olmsted was particularly 
known for his landscape architecture 
in Rock Creek Park in Washington. 
D. C. He was a member of the Na- 
tional Capital Park and Planning 
Commission from 1926 to 1932: a 
member of the Brookline, Massachu- 
setts City Planning Commission; and 
on the advisory committee of the 
New England Regional Planning 
Commission. He was a member of 
ASPO for more than 20 years. 


ArtTHUR A. SHuRCLIFF, 87, land- 
scape architect and town planner. 
died in Boston in November. He had 
helped draw up plans for 37 cities 
and towns in New England and for 
cities in the middle west and south. 
He was one of the founders of the 
School of Landscape Architecture at 
Harvard University. 





Urban Studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania for the 1957-1958 
academic year. He is in this country 
under a Ford Foundation program. 


James H. Warp has been appointed 
planning director of the Rockland 
County Planning Board, New City, 
New York. Mr. Ward’s previous 
work was in Philadelphia and New 
Haven. 


Joun ALex Ware has been ap- 
pointed architect-planner for the Cor- 
poration of the District of Kitimat, 
British Columbia. He was formerly 
with the architectural firm of Venchi- 
arutti and Venchiarutti in Toronto. 


Herpert C. WIELAND has been 
named the new planning director for 
St. Paul. Mr. Wieland was formerly 
director of planning for Lawrence, 
Massachusetts. 


Witrorp G. Winno.tz, formerly 
with the Urban Renewal Administra- 
tion of the Housing and Home 
Finance Agency in San Francisco, is 
now director of planning with Com- 
munity Studies in Kansas City, 
Missouri. 
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Subdivision of lot; area reduced. 
Administrative board may not act 
illegally. 

Kling v. City Council of Newport 
Beach, Dist. Court of Appeal, Cali- 
fornia, Nov. 18, 1957, 317 P.2d 708. 

Plaintiffs are the owners of lot 140 
in a subdivision that consists of 142 
lots. One hundred and thirty-eight of 
the lots are subject to a private tract 
restriction providing that only one 
single-family residence may be built 
on each lot. Four of the lots, includ- 
ing lot 140, were specifically excepted 
from the restriction. The zoning or- 
dinance puts plaintiffs’ property in a 
R-1B zone in which there can be no 
more than one single-family dwelling 
on a building site, but the minimum 
lot area is 6,000 square feet. Plain- 
tiffs proposed to subdivide their lot 
of 25,000 square feet into one lot of 
12,000 square feet for their own 
house and another of 13,000 square 
feet. which was to be sold. 

The subdivision ordinance provides 
that the planning commission must 
determine whether the tentative map 
conforms to the provisions of law. 
The planning commission reports to 
the city council, which determines 
whether the map is in conformity 
with the requirements of the ordi- 
nance. If the city council determines 
ihat the map is not in conformity 
with the requirements of the ordi- 
nance or is not satisfied with the plan 
of subdivision, the subdivider is ad- 
vised and he has an opportunity to 
file with the planning commission a 
subdivision map altered to meet the 
approval of the city council. 

The planning commission approved 
the proposed subdivision plat; but the 
council voted six to one to disapprove 
because a number of property owners 
in the subdivision disapproved of the 
subdivision of lot 140. 

The action of the city council was 
upheld by the lower court. This was 
reversed by the court of appeal. which 
refused to accept the contention of the 


February 1858 


city that the council has the legal 
discretion to grant or deny approval 
of a subdivision plat if it is not satis- 
fied with the plan. The court said 
that the city council is not authorized 
to determine whether a subdivision 
shall be permitted. It is authorized 
only to pass upon the maps submitted 
and it may disapprove a map only if 
it does not conform to the require- 
ments of the subdivision ordinance. 
or if the council is not satisfied with 
the plan of subdivision. It may not 
disapprove a subdivision plan because 
of the “desire of certain people.” 


Platted land (subdivision) defined. 

State ex rel. Martin v. Kansas City, 
Supreme Court of Kansas, Nov. 9. 
1957, 317 P. 2d 806. 

Kansas City, Kansas attempted to 
annex what is known as the Fairfax 
industrial district, consisting of 2,300 
acres adjacent to the city. 

The annexation statute provides 
four criteria for annexation. The one 
of interest here is as follows: “When- 
ever any land adjoining or touching 
the limits of any city has been sub- 
divided into blocks and lots . . .” such 
lands may be annexed. 

On June 2, 1925 what purported 
to be a plat of the Fairfax drainage 
district was filed with the office of 
register of deeds. The plat. which 
embraced 1.282 acres of the 2.300 
acres in the industrial district, was 
filed for record “for taxation pur- 
poses.” It indicated the ownership of 
various parcels of land but did not 
describe the property by blocks and 
lots. Conveyances were by metes and 
bounds. 

The majority of the court held that 
this purported plat did not constitute 
a subdivision into blocks and _ lots. 
The court said that the plat was never 
used for conveyance purposes and 
the owners did not dedicate for pub- 
lic use any streets, alleys, or public 
highways, except “as indicated 
thereon.” Three justices dissented. 


Eminent domain: subdivision is 
factor in determining value. 

Grosvenor Park, Inc. v. State, Su- 
preme Court, Appellate Div., Nov. 15, 
1957, 167 N.Y.S. 2d 630. 

The court of claims awarded $182.- 
000 for the condemnation of a parcel 
of claimant's real estate. The court in 
its opinion said: “The claimant had 
acquired the land for the purpose of 
a residential development; a develop- 
ment map had been approved by the 
Nassau County Planning Commission. 





The Court of Claims allowed $10,320 
per acre or $3,360 per building lot.” 
Editor's Note: One cannot tell 
from the opinion whether the lots had 
been improved through the installa- 
tion of public improvements or 
whether there had been testimony 
showing how much the public im- 
provements would have cost if in- 
stalled. It is quite apparent that the 
courts of New York are exceedingly 
liberal in determining damages in 
eminent domain proceedings. 


Eminent domain: water tower did 
not damage surrounding residential 
property; tower is not nuisance. 

City of McAlester v. King, Supreme 
Court of Oklahoma, Oct. 29, 1957, 
317 P.2d 265. 

Plaintiffs brought suit against the 
city of McAlester, Oklahoma for re- 
covery of damages for injury to their 
property caused by construction of a 
water tower adjacent to the property. 

Plaintiffs claimed that the value of 
their property was $7.500 before con- 
struction of the tower and $2.500 
afterwards. The jury and the lower 
court allowed damages of $3.800. 
Plaintiffs also claimed that they suf- 
fered special and peculiar injury be- 
cause they lived in constant threat of 
collapse of the water tower. They con- 
tended the water tower was unsightly. 

The Supreme Court held that the 
constitutional provision providing 
that private property shall not be 
damaged for public use without just 
compensation has no application to 
the depreciation of the market value 
of a parcel of land for residence pur- 
poses in a case of this kind. 

During the course of the trial, 
plaintiffs amended their petition to 
conform to the proof. This was done 
over the objection of defendant. The 
amendment alleged that the wind 
whistling through the supports of the 
water tower creates a disagreeable 
noise; that the weight of the stand- 
pipe has caused the ground to shift 
and cracks to come in_ plaintiffs’ 
yard; and that rain during storms 
falls from the top of the standpipe. 
strikes the house with great force, 
and is washing away the yard. 

The Supreme Court held that the 
lower court erred in allowing most of 
the allegations in the revised petition 
to be presented. The court did say, 
however, that the allegation of water 
falling from the tower on the roof 
during storms did state a cause of 
action. The judgment was reversed 
and the case was remanded. 
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High Schools Today and To- 
morrow. Charles W. Bursch and 
John Lyon Reid. Reinhold Publish- 
ing Corp., 430 Park Avenue, New 
York 22. 1957. 127 pp.. illus. $7.95. 

Emphasis in this book is on the 
authors’ philosophy of education and 
how to design a school plant to meet 
the needs of a program that carries 
out that philosophy. The authors— 
an educator and an architect— ad- 
vocate an individual work schedule 
for each student, and, as the basis of 
the physical plan, the “pupil work 
station” rather than the conventional 
classroom chair - desk arrangement. 
Probably many readers will disagree 
with the philosophy of education 


offered but few will find it dull. 


Existing School Facilities, 67 
pp-, illus.; Sehool Population 
Study, 132 pp., tables; Standards 
for School Planning, approx. 60 
pp.. illus. Metropolitan Area Plan- 
ning Commission ef Pulaski County, 
20914 West Second Street, Little 
Rock, Arkansas. 1957, 


Assessment and Appraisal of 
Shopping Centers. National Asso- 
ciation of Assessing Officers, 1313 
East 60th Street, Chicago 37. 1957. 
47 pp. $3. 


Shops and Stores. Morris Ket- 
chum, Jr. Reinhold Publishing Corp., 
430 Park Avenue, New York 22. Re- 
vised edition, 1957. 263 pp., illus. 
$15. 


A Prospectus for Revitalizing 
New Orleans’ Central Business 
District. City Planning Commission, 
City Hall, New Orleans, 12. 1957. 


65 pp., maps. 


Uses and Marketability of Urban 
Renewal Land for Industrial and 
Commercial Purposes. James G. 
Sheehan. Cincinnati City Planning 
Commission, Room 222, City Hall, 
Cincinnati 2. 1957. 261 pp.. tables, 
graphs. $6, 


Eastwick New House Study. 
Redevelopment Authority of the City 
of Philadelphia, 21st Street and Park- 
way. 1957. 66 pp., illus.; 14% by 
16. $5. 
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The Atlantic Urban Region. 
Graduate Program in City Planning, 
School of Architecture and Design, 
Yale University, New Haven, Connec- 
ticut. 1957. 100 pp. $2.50. 

Seventeen papers presented at a 
conference of the Yale Graduate Pro- 
gram in City Planning in December 
1955. 


Papers and Proceedings of the 
Regional Science Association 
1956 (Vol. IIL). Edited by Gerald 
A. P. Carrothers and William Alonso. 
Regional Science Association. Whar- 
ton School, University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Philadelphia 4. 1957. 332 pp. 


$5. 


Boundary Control and Legal 
Principles. Curtis M. Brown. John 
Wiley & Sons. Inc., 440 Fourth 
Avenue. New York 16. 1957. 275 
pp., illus. $7.50. 

This volume, written by a land 
surveyor, covers the legal principles 
of boundary control for surveyors, 
attorneys, and others who interpret 
and locate deed descriptions. 


Population Capacity (No. 5). 
1954, 17 pp., maps, $3; Existing 
Land Use (No. 6), 1955, 67 pp., 
maps, $3; Central Business District 
Land Use, Traffieways and Transit 
(No. 7), 1956, unpaged, illus., $8; 
Riverfront Study (No. 8), 1956, 103 
pp-. illus., $5. Detroit City Plan 
Commission, 400 Woodward Avenue, 
Detroit 26. 


Future Population, Economic 
and Recreation Development of 
California’s Northeastern Counties. 
State Department of Water Re- 
sources, Sacramento, California. 
Pacific Planning and Research, Con- 
sultants. 1957. 171 pp., maps. 


Population, Frederick County, 
Maryland. Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Courthouse, Frederick, 
Maryland. Ladislas Segoe and Asso- 
ciates. Consultants. 1957. 28 pp.. 
tables. maps. 


Projected Growth of the Bay 
Area. 1950-1970. San Francisco Bay 
Area Council, World Trade Center, 
Ferry Building. San Francisco 11. 


1957. 41 pp. $2. 


* Publications listed on this page are available from 
| the publishers: the ASPO office does not have copies. 


A Newer Concept in Municipal 
Budgeting. Municipal Finance Offi- 
cers Association, 1313 East 60th 
Street, Chicago 37. 1957. 4 pp. 50 
cents. 

A description of the successful long- 
range operating budget as used in 


Philadelphia. 


Parking for Commuters at Rail- 
road Stations. Westchester County 
Department of Planning, White 
Plains, New York. 1957. 14 pp., 
tables. 

Believe it or not, 35 per cent of 
the commuters still are able to walk 
to the station each morning! 


Zoning and Street Plan—District 
of Pitt Meadows. Lower Mainland 
Regional Planning Board of British 
Columbia. Municipal Clerk, Munici- 
pal Hall, Pitt Meadows, British 


Columbia. 1957. 18 pp., maps. $1.25. 


Thoroughfares, Dallas Metropol- 
itan Area—A Master Plan Report. 
Dallas Master Plan Committee, 1521 
Fidelity Union Life Building, Dallas 
1. 1957. 154 pp.. maps. 


Major Thoroughfare Plan. City 
Planning Board, 112 West Liberty 
Street. Rome, New York. 1957. 37 
pp., illus. 


Planning for Public Works. Spe- 
cial Assistant to the President for Pub- 
lic Works Planning. Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25. 1957. 
25 pp.. illus. 30 cents. 


Manual of Septic-Tank Practice. 
Public Health Service Publication No. 
526. Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 1957. 85 pp., 


illus. 35 cents. 


Westchester County, New York: 
Status of Municipal Planning, 1957. 
Department of Planning, 910 County 
Office Building, White Plains. 1957. 


Cielo Vista Area Land Use and 
Thorofare Plan. Department of 
Planning, 212 North Kansas Street. 
El Paso, Texas. 1957. 7 pp. 
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